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Pictures of people don’t have to be 
just a picture. They can show much 

more than who the person is. They 
can tell a story. I’ve always had issues 
feeling confined in my creativity when 
I think of portraits. I’m hoping to 
experiment more with storytelling or 
making it have a specific feeling. 

The picture on the left was a 
levitation shot that was made by 

taking two pictures - one of the wall, 
and one of the person standing on 
an object. In Adobe Photoshop, you 
remove the chair and the shadow it 
casts. 

On the right, you see a picture of a 
staircase at Bannack Ghost Town 

in Jackson, Montana. I had a friend 
stand in the doorway and the natural 
lighting made him look zombie-like 
and creepy. This was one of the few 
times that I was glad that the natural 
lighting outside was blown out. 
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Portraits always pull me out 
of my comfort zone. There 

is something frustrating to me 
about having to direct and move 
the model to certain poses, and 
all the while focus on the camera 
settings and composition of each 
photo. I know that planning 
out the shot is key to being 
comfortable during this, but 
it’s still something I’m slowly 
getting used to.
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My favorite pictures of 
people will always be with 

heavy contrast on one side of the 
face. I find it not only symbolic, 
but also a good reminder to 
know that everyone has their 
struggles and things that they are 
still learning about themselves. 
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These two people on this 
page are wonderful. They 

are siblings. On the left is 
Victoria, youngest sister in her 
family. Jake is on the right as 
the youngest boy in their family. 
These two are important to me 
because of their friendship and 
love, not only to me, but also to 
each other. I really appreciate 
this wonderful example of the 
kindness and consideration that 
so belong in a family.
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Thanks for opening this book. This is 
a collection of some of my favorite 

photos from about 8 weeks of my life 
in the spring of 2017. I’m learning 
so much about myself and how much 
I have changed. Thank goodness for 
photography, because such a simple 
thing has helped me to see the beauty 
in even the smallest and insignificant 
of moments in life. It has taught me 
to appreciate things for how they are 
instead of only their personal meaning 
to me. It has opened up my mind and 
my interests and made me just a little bit 
happier the more I learn about he world 
around me.

 
I don’t take many pictures of nature. I 

think I am more interested in things 
that show sign of human life and their 
personalities. I like nature, it’s just hard 
for me to do more than walk in it and 
enjoy it.
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Guitar is one of the few things in my 
life that calms me. I first bought a 

bass guitar of this same type, but quickly 
began to miss the feeling of the regular 
acoustic guitar. So I went back with my 
brother and picked out this beauty. I 
bought her back in October of 2010, and 
haven’t found one that I love as much as 
this Ibanez since then. After a very short 
time getting used to the feel, I decided it 
was a girl and named her “Juliette.” That 
does not make me Romeo--It actually 
makes me a psychic detective.
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It always makes me so happy to be 
walking around with my camera and 

end up finding some kind of unique 
object or scene. I used to hate moving 
things around because I always disliked 
feeling that it was altered and not 
natural. I was afraid to touch anything 
that I photographed because I was 
never content with how I moved it. Over 
time, though, I realized that it was just 
because I needed to work on my eye 
for composition. With practice, I have 
become more comfortable with moving 
things around to make them look like 
they belong where they are in the photo. 

The photos on the right are of the shoe 
exactly how I found it, but the large 

picture on the left was after picking it up 
and moving it where I wanted so I could 
get a better picture. I still like taking 
pictures of things before I move them, 
but I’m not afraid to anymore.
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Jonathan Cattron

- H

I used to say that I wasn’t a photographer. I used to 
hate it because there was so much to learn. Now, I’m 
really enjoying it because, well... there’s so much to 
learn. I also used to be a very deep thinker that had 
to have some kind of personal relationship to every 
thing I would create. It’s slowly becoming easier for 
me to appreciate the little things instead. I had to 
learn that just because something is not symbolic to 
me, doesn’t mean it’s not important to me. 

I live in Idaho now, but I lived in Montana until I 
started school at Brigham Young University - Idaho 
in Visual Communication. I love Graphic Design 
and appreciate good design. I want to be like the 
greats, but I know it’ll be a while before I get there; 
I’m still figuring out life. It’s overwhelming pretty 
much always.

One last thing about me is my love of art and 
writing. I write poetry and songs, so everything that 
you see in this book is my own.

Check out my blog:
jonathanwcattron.wordpress.com

Also known as: Hopper, or -H.
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